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Albany. The missionaries, however, find much con-
solation in the piety and faith of the Sault Christians.
The martyrdom of these, described in the preceding
document, is again told here, briefly. Two Jesuits
have come out this year; one of these is Pinet, who
at once goes to the Western missions. Chauchetiere
mentions various matters of interest,—the capture
of a ship, with several priests on board, who are
sent back to France; the French expedition to Hud-
son Bay; his class at Montreal in mathematics and
navigation; his other occupations; the difficulties
with the bishop, etec.

CLXVI. Thisis Jacques Gravier's report (dated
February 15, 1694) to his superior at Quebec, Bruyas,
of the mission among the Illinois tribes. Returning
to them from the Miamis, in April, 1693, Gravier
dedicates his new chapel at the French fort near
Peoria. The savages residing at this place send, in
May, envoys to secure an alliance with the Missouri
and Osage tribes. Gravier observes among the
Peorias great indifference to his instruction, and
learns that the leading elders are opposed to the
faith; and that, while they receive him in friendly
manner, ‘‘ in order to save appearances,’’ they try
to prevent their people from going to the chapel for
prayer and instruction, ‘‘until the corn was ripe, and
the harvest over.”” Gravier also encounters an
obstacle in the superstitious dread of baptism as
causing death. On June 10, he gives a feast, at
which he rebukes the people for their neglect of
religion, and warns them of their danger. As most
of the adults persist in their infidelity, the Father
devotes himself to the instruction of the children.
He recounts the conversion of a young widow who,



